


MAPPILA

OF INDIA

Since 1956, the Laccadive Islands have become
a Union Territory with the headquarters of
administration at Calicut on the mainland. The
local administration of each island is carried
out by an Amin, who is appointed by the
Administrator of the Laccadive Islands. He

is usually selected from the Island Council

of Elders, which consists of the heads of
lineages.

FAMILY

The common matrilineal unit in the islands

is called Taravad, in which individuals

trace their descent by a common “ancestress” in the

female line. For example, the right to share in property passes through
female members. This system began centuries ago when the men were
needed to manage negotiations in trade. Their periodic absence from the
island facilitated the adoption of matrilineal blood lines. Maintenance of
individually owned property was only possible if the women who stayed
behind could officially speak for the family on the man’s behalf.

Monogamy (one husband, one wife) prevails among the Laccadive
Mappilla in spite of the fact that Islam allows a man to have as many as
four wives. Cross cousin marriages are preferred, and marriages usually
take place shortly after puberty. The man has true authority over his wife
only if he stays with her until after all of her male relatives have died.

He is then able to manage her property. A man has little authority over
his children. Divorce is easy and common; 51% of their marriages end in
divorce.

BELIEFS

The Laccadive Mappilla belong to the
Shafite School of the Sunni branch of
Islam. Their religion has the typical
characteristics of Islamic beliefs and
practices, in addition to certain local

features that have developed according
to their particular way of life. Every child
has to read the Koran completely in
Arabic at least once, but the meaning
is not explained to them. Priesthood is
inherited through the females.

CONTACT

WAYS TO HELP

The Lakshadweep Islands are

a tourist destination for many.
Tourism companies could be
helpful in bringing revenue to
the islands and could open doors
to share Jesus.

Much of the Mappila people’s
income depends on the products
of coconuts. Those willing to
market and sell those goods to
a wider buying market could
provide greater economic
security to the people and an
inroad for the Gospel of the
Kingdom.

Would you be willing to be
among the FIRST to engage
these people with the hope

of the Gospel? Would you be
willing to lead a team? Contact
us today to find out more - we
need people to visit the Mappila
of India and find other great
ways to bring new teams to live
among them for the sake of the
Kingdom.

FRONTIERS

(800) 462-8436
www.frontiers.org



